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Stories of

HOPE
Hope In The Midst of Crisis
By Brian Dejewski, Executive Director

So do not fear, for I
am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen
you and help you; I will
uphold you with my
righteous right hand.

These are rough times and it is often IN rough times that people’s true
character comes out. Thankfully, for those of you who volunteer and others
who financially support the work of Mobile Hope, we have seen truly inspiring
character!

—ISAIAH 41:10

Letters of encouragement and hope for students

Jill sent out some notes
inviting volunteers to write
a note of encouragement to
the students they work with
here in the park… and whoa!
You answered the call! We’ve
received hundreds of cards,
letters, and little gifts that
from our faithful volunteers!
Thank you!! These students
and families have felt less
isolated, and more loved
during a difficult time!

Secondly, we want to thank all of you who have continued to financially support
the work of Mobile Hope even with this uncertainty surrounding us all. We
depend on you, in some ways more than ever, as the needs during this crisis
stand out in communities like ours in unexpected and severe ways. Thank you
so much!
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Join us in being thankful for the many ways we have witnessed God at
work during this time: families spending time together; neighbors helping
neighbors; adjusted priorities; sincere appreciation for our first responders,
teachers, grocery store workers, delivery drivers, and medical staff; online
worship services and words of hope. God remains in control.

Missing
The Kids
Each day, our staff and
volunteers spend time on
more than homework with
students at the Hope Center...
It is about relationships,
checking in with kids and
their families, sharing
stories, and showing
support. Kids need time
with caring adults beyond
their immediate family or
caregivers as an important
tool in building resilience.
During these challenging
days where students are
encouraged to “stay at
home,” not being able to
check in with the students
we have built relationships
with has been very hard. It
has been another unexpected
blessing to feel the void
and realize how much we
miss these kids! We know
that when the kids tell us
they love homework help,
we know it is so much more
than just getting assignments
done!
Thanks for supporting the
important relationships at
Mobile Hope!

Ministry During COVID
While ministry during
this crisis certainly
has required changes
in the HOW we do
what we do, our
mission and purpose
remain the same: It
is still about building
relationships, hope,
and a culture of
achievement within
mobile home
communities.
Our job descriptions have radically expanded during these days. If you were
to spend a day with our team, you would see a lot of “door to door” exchanges
(while keeping proper distance, of course) to discover what each family might
need. Who is most vulnerable and needing assistance? Who might need some
help with errands or groceries? Who has Internet access? Who might need
help setting up online learning? We spend time running individuals to the
food shelf or grocery store, helping a student connect to their teachers and
understand their assignments, and assisting the school as they help provide
lunches or Chromebooks for students.
Partnerships have been strengthened with groups like Riverworks and The
Rockford Schools, while we’ve started a new partnership with a local Rockford
business. This business, 25-2 Solutions – stepped up to work with Rockford
Schools and Mobile Hope to ensure all students had access to the Internet

as well as devices for students to do their work on. They have also started
making masks and hand sanitizer at their facilities to help their local community! We are so proud of businesses like these and so many others that are
examples of true community partnership in this time of crisis!
Our next big push will be to ensure students are all set up and keeping up
to speed on e-learning through their schools. As the Governor relaxes social
distancing, we hope to increase one-on-one and group learning sessions so
students don’t get too far behind.

Dayton Strategies

Prayer Needs

By Cathy Walter, Dayton Site Director

•

I am witnessing Love for God and Love for each other every day since we have
been going through the COVID-19 challenges. I get daily requests from our
church partners, volunteers and other civic organizations asking, “How can
we help?” There is so much compassion in these requests that I want to move
mountains just to open up opportunities. Unfortunately, because of the social
distancing policy, we have had to have a hand’s off approach. For now, the
homework help volunteers and the vacation bible school and AWOL volunteers
are invited to correspond with letters.

For the many part time and
hourly wage workers in the
community who have lost their
jobs and are looking for ways
to support their families.

•

For the challenges of
tight-spaces in mobile homes
for families to be together for
such an extended time-frame.

•

For Dee and Diego, two families
impacted by a tragic fire on
April 12th - for repairs and new
stable housing.

The residents who have school-aged children are being impacted the most.
The Mobile Home Park has multiple school districts. The largest is AnokaHennepin and the 2nd is ISD 728 (Elk River/Rogers). It has been a huge task
to understand both districts policies so that I can pass the information on to
the residents. The distance learning has been most challenging for those who
do not have Internet access. Along with this is the challenge of learning about
Chromebooks, new on-line school schedules and how to monitor schoolwork.
For the adults lucky enough to still have jobs, some of their kids are on their
own during the day.
We are grateful that the Anoka-Hennepin School District is bringing lunches
and breakfasts to all kids regardless of where they attend school! Last week,
90 lunches/breakfasts were served! As always, we are grateful for CROSS, they
continue to be available to our residents for essential needs. God’s peace and
blessings!

How Can You Help?

Wish List
•

New technology/computers
are needed for the Hope Center
to keep up with demands of
Distance Learning during this
time.

•

Brave volunteers willing to work
one-on-one or in small groups
to assist students with school
work.

The communities we serve are especially hit hard at times like these as many
hourly, part-time or seasonal employees have seen their hours reduced or
eliminated as businesses close or limit offerings. This will cause serious
challenges for those finding it hard to pay rent and provide for their families.
Your support during this time is essential and greatly appreciated.
•
•
•

•
•

Donations to your local food shelf such as CROSS, Interfaith Outreach, or
Riverworks are helpful as this crisis drags on and essential food items and
supplies become a challenge to provide.
Notes of encouragement for the students and families we serve go a long
way. Send those notes to our address below under Jill’s attention and she
will get them to the senior, family or student you indicate.
Volunteers are needed who are willing to run errands or make grocery
runs for individuals who are high risk, have health challenges, or are more
vulnerable. We will have a list of items and funds from the family for the
items but need a group of people ready to serve.
As restrictions are reduced, students will need volunteers willing to meet
with them to assist with homework and e-learning. If you are willing to
serve in this role, please contact Jill.
Pray – Please be in prayer for the families of these communities. Most
mobile homes are about 700 square feet. That is not a lot of space to
have families on top of one another for an extended time. This can lead to
added stress, domestic violence, and addiction pressures. Or, it can lead to
valuable family time, shared memories, and a new understanding of what
really matters. Prayer could be the element that helps determine which
path is taken.

Thank you all for your ongoing support of the work of Mobile Hope!
We appreciate you and wish you all the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding… even in times such as these.

Donate
Financial Donations - You can
give safely and securely through
our website by credit card, or by
mailing a check to 7900 Maple Hill
Road, Corcoran, MN 55340.
Non-cash Assets - Would you
prefer to support Mobile Hope
through assets such as the sale
of stock, business interests, real
estate, charitable gift annuities,
or by setting up a donor-advised
fund? Mobile Hope works with our
partner, The National Christian
Foundation -Twin Cities, to provide
these and other services you may
find helpful. Contact us for more
information.

Connecting with Teens Continues!
By Ashley Xitumul, TreeHouse Program Director
The past few weeks have turned all of our world’s
upside down. Emotions are running high and we are
all trying to get into a rhythm with our new “normal.”
Even in the midst of all of the chaos that surrounds
us, we can all find something good or even beautiful,
that has come from these turn of events. As we’ve
been reaching out to teens we’ve heard of families
spending more time together, playing games,
cooking, and even dancing together.

Zoom meetings with students!

Mission: To honor God by
building relationships, hope,
and a culture of achievement
within mobile home communities
through education, healthy
activities, resource connections,
and faith development.

Though we are temporarily not meeting together
physically, we are able to still connect with the teens virtually! Playing a virtual
game together, running a virtual support group, and one-to-one mentoring
video calls.
It is vital for TreeHouse to continue and we are so grateful for technology to be
able to still connect with the students. Teens have been feeling overwhelmed
as they navigate school online and feel fearful of the future. We at TreeHouse
have been able to listen, pray, and encourage our teens. We are glad we can
continue to be part of their lives while everything else seems uncertain.

We want to thank the Rockford school district for all of their support for our families in
Corcoran through lunch distribution, materials being brought to students on-site, for
teachers connecting with students online, and going out of their way to assist students
with technology and internet. You have shown a dedication to this community that is both
admirable and appreciated.
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