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AWOL 30th Anniversary!

Reflecting on a Legacy of Hope

In July of 1996, when Jill Dejewski
said yes to hosting a summer
vacation bible school program with
a local educator and kids from her
youth group, she could never have
predicted what God would grow in
the next 30 years! What started with
a phone call, a simple yes, and a mini
van of supplies has become a multi-
site relational organization serving
over 1,000 households.

Jill was a middle school youth pastor
at Westgate Church (formerly known
as Wayzata Free) and received a call
from a Rockford School Nurse who
had been praying for some students
she knew within the Maple Hill
community in Corcoran. After some
planning, Jill brought 10 of her youth
group students to host a vacation
bible school for a week she called
“AWOL" (A Work of Love)
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From there, the relationships that
grew caused her to wonder what
more she could do together with
Maple Hill neighbors. Soon more
programs and connections were
born! It grew to include adult Bible
Studies, after school programming,
community meals (like Taco Tuesday
events), and more. This summer was ﬁ -
our 30th AWOL at Corcoran! .

In 2016, Jill invited Church of the
Open Door, with the help of Wooddale *
and Westgate, to launch a second
AWOL vacation bible school in Dayton
Park. This year we celebrated the
10th anniversary of AWOL at Dayton.
These long standing relationships
make a big impact on both students
and leaders at Open Door and the
neighbor kids at Dayton.

Who would have
thought that a yes
to this adventure
would grow into
such a legacy

of hope. Mobile Hope thanks YOU,
the supporters who give, pray, serve
and see the neighbors with love and
do this work alongside neighbors.
Thanks to each of you for how you
have learned, stepped in, supported
and prayed throughout these 30
years. Now, together, we look forward
to what the next 30 will bring.

Thirty years later, Mobile Hope has
grown to three sites and there are
programs for kids, teens, parents, and
seniors. There are healthy activities
to join, community gatherings and
spaces for connection and many
ways that neighbors can choose to
participate. And of course, there are
plenty of opportunities to pray and
learn about the hope of Jesus Christ.
Our committed staff and volunteers
love these neighbors unconditionally.

“My kids look forward
to VBS all year-long.

They can't wait for it!”
- Corcoran neighbor




Welcome Ella Sollie!

In July, Mobile Hope welcomed

our newest staff person, Ella Sollie,
as our Corcoran Site Director. Ella
first served as a summer intern

a couple of years ago through
AmeriCorps, then continued to
pursue her degree. She then worked
as a Case Manager for unhoused
people in California, at which time

a desire grew to move back to her
Minnesota home and Mobile Hope
had never left her heart or mind. Ella
brings a high relational capacity and
deep love for people, organization
skills, Spanish language speaking,
and an understanding of the world
of human services. If you get to
meet Ella at one of Corcoran’s many
programs, help us welcome her to
the Mobile Hope family!

With Ella as Site Director in
Corcoran, Jill Dejewski, Mobile
Hope co-founder and Program
Director, will be able to support all
of our Site Directors at our three
communities, discerning best
practices across sites, and explore
new growth opportunities for
Mobile Hope.

Summer Fun and Teen Force

Summer programs at Blaine’s Centennial Square

Centennial School District has an extraordinary summer program for kids

in their district and beyond. Each summer, they manage “Summer Fun”
programs throughout the communities they serve. Mobile Hope at Blaine has
the privilege of partnering with the district to provide summer programming
for any student who wants to come from the neighborhood, even those

not enrolled in the district schools. They meet daily from 10am-2pm, providing breakfast and
lunch, activities that are healthy, play-filled and mentally stimulating keeping students away from

from animal care to fire and rescue, mental health to free swimming lessons and more.

Thanks to the support of the Mobile Hope community, like you, Mobile Hope has hosted
“Teen Force” the segment of the summer program for 6-12th grade students in addition to the
programming for younger kids within the park. Maggie Portillo, Mobile Hope's summer intern at Blaine, said this of the
program “It is such a great way to get to know the teens and build relationships while having fun and getting them out of
their houses! We have been doing a lot of sports, which they love, and everyone is getting involved and staying active.”

The engagement and care Centennial Schools provides for the students at Centennial Squares is monumental and

intentional. Mobile Hope is honored to partner with them to provide excellent
safe spaces for the kids from Centennial Square this summer while they don't
have a regular school schedule. Not only will the students have fun memories,
and less learning loss but they have also gained new skills and perspectives to
last a lifetime.

Saying “You Matter” in simple ways
Birthday Boxes provide much more than cake and decorations

Cami Vogt, a longtime friend of our founders approached Mobile Hope with the

idea of providing “Birthday Boxes” for neighbors’ birthdays. The packs include a
cake mix, baking ingredients, birthday theme plates, napkins and utensils, and a
few decorations.

Cami gathered ingredients for the boxes, assembled them, and gave them to
Mobile Hope to use throughout the spring and summer months. Mobile Hope
assembled a list of upcoming birthdays and distributed them across the sites
as the neighbors’ special days arrived.

Sometimes, a neighbor’s birthday goes by without much fanfare, especially if
the family is experiencing stress, financial difficulties, or in the midst of a crisis.
As the boxes were given to neighbors, the response was filled with suprise, joy,
and gratefulness - and sweet celebrations were had. Students saw that they
matter, and their birthday was worth celebrating!

A few kids baked the cakes with their families to enjoy. Other neighbors
decorated and celebrated with a friend or shared with another neighbor. One
student saw an opportunity with their box. They knew a teacher’s birthday was
coming up so they brought their teacher
the banner and shared the decorations
with them in the classroom! Cami’s

simple gesture has made an impact this
year. What ideas do you have that could
celebrate someone or make them feel
seen? There is no limit to loving neighbors.
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Helping Families Thrive
Family Thrive Program Provides Practical Support Through Life’s Highs and Lows

Mobile Hope works to build trust with our neighbors and to provide programs and
services that address relevant concerns while providing the structure through
which children, youth, and families can get what they need to thrive!

The Family Thrive Program was specifically designed for that. With an onsite
Family Advocate, we can work on an in-depth personal level with individuals and
families to reduce anxiety, strengthen parenting skills, improve nutrition, build
new habits, work towards goals and support their mental health - all with the
added value of our Christian faith. All of this fosters resilience, which is crucial for
re-bounding from trauma, and serves as the countervailing force that can provide
a way out of the generational cycle and offer tangible hope for future generations.

So far, Lauren, our Family Advocate at Corcoran and Dayton has met with over
65 families for more than 228 hours of case management! One of our Corcoran
neighbors had gone through a debilitating back issue, was out of work, lost
custody of an adult child and was under a lot of financial stress while her home
was also in need of repairs. Lauren has been able to walk with this neighbor to
gain resources needed to make home repairs, regain custody, file applications,
become employed and gain a new sense of confidence. There were many
setbacks as they navigated systems together, but resilience, hope, commitment
and care have grown as they have been accomplishing goals together.

We all need to be reminded we are not
alone, cheered along, and supported
through the hard things in life. The Family
Thrive program is a way Mobile Hope can
intentionally walk with neighbors. It is

an honor to do life in these communities

together.

Instilling a Love of Nature

Partnership with Three Rivers Parks Helps Students Connect With the Outdoors

For several years, Mobile Hope

has enjoyed a partnership with
Three Rivers Park District. They

host creative nature and recreation
programs that are tailored to the
Dayton and Corcoran neighbors they
are serving, instilling a love for the
outdoors and bringing calm to their
bodies and minds.

Three Rivers Park District removes
barriers that prevent people from
participating in programs and
services that connect them with
nature.They believe everyone in
suburban Hennepin County should
have access to park programs

and services. Studies show that a
connection with nature improves
concentration and T
cognitive abilities and ¢
increases confidence.
This can help .
support academic
performance for
children, provide

space for adults to breathe, and for
many, provide a powerful way to
connect with God through nature.

Once a month during the school

year, Eastman Nature Center hosts
nature adventures alongside Mobile
Hope's Quest after-school homework
support programming at Corcoran
and Dayton sites. During the summer,
Three Rivers hosts a week-long
Explorer Camp on-site! They also
provide a Rec Pass Plus for neighbors
to access rentals and resources at
beautiful parks and host an overnight
camping experience for families to
come and enjoy their cabins and
guided activities at Baker Near
Wilderness.

*= For more information
- ! about programs

- and parks check out
ThreeRiversParks.org.
We hope you too, can
| get out and explore!

Prayer Needs

For the families impacted by
fires - losing homes in both
Dayton and Corcoran

To fill the staff positions of 2
new Site Directors

For an additional Family Thrive
case manager for our Blaine
location

For families facing financial
challenges as rent continues to
rise

For wisdom and discernment
as Mobile Hope expands

For peace, safety, and love to
flourish in these communities.

Wish List

A new color laser printer for our
Corcoran office with paper and
tonor

Individuals willing to join our
financial support team - a
monthly gift of $100 will spon-
sor an entire household within
one of our communities!

Gift cards for one-on-one’s with
teens and neighbors

We have an ongoing “Wish

List” of program supplies for
each location available on our
website on our Get Involved tab.

Donations

We welcome you to join our team!
You can give safely and securely
through our website (www.
mobilehopemn.org) by credit card,
or by mailing a check to 7900
Maple Hill Road, Corcoran, MN
55340.

Non-cash Assets - Would you
prefer to support Mobile Hope
through assets such as the sale
of stock, business interests, real
estate, charitable gift annuities,

or by setting up a donor-advised
fund? Mobile Hope works with our
partner, The National Christian
Foundation -Twin Cities, to provide
these and other services you may
find helpful. Contact us for more
information.

Mobile Hope is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit. Tax ID 46-2268732




N Exploring the future of Mobile Hope

Back in November of 2024, Mobile
Hope was invited into discussions
¥ about moving into a fourth mobile
1 home community in Ham Lake,
MN called Flamingo Terrace. We
= were approached by a potential
church partner who had been
looking for more strategic ways
to engage in this mobile home community beyond what
they had already begun doing. Constance Free Church
had already invested in helping to finish a community
gathering space and hosted several events in the
park. Other churches in the area had
sought to bring students to Wed night
programs and host on-site basketball
tournaments.

As we explored this opportunity
carefully, we saw God working in many
details to confirm the timing for Mobile
Hope to move forward. We have since
met with several church partners

who have signed on to participate in

Expansion into Flamingo Terrace - Ham Lake, MN

this adventure together, and have recruited new funding
partners willing to back this expansion. This has
prompted our board to approve expansion into Flamingo
Terrace this coming year as our fourth community! We
have just started the search for a Ham Lake Site Director
and welcome any potential candidates to apply through
our website.

As Mobile Hope continues serving in Corcoran, Dayton
and Blaine, there is an ongoing openness to expand as
God leads. For that to happen, there must be a desire
for partnership, emerging leadership from within the
community and surrounding area,
funding possibilities confirmed and
local churches willing to partner.

Mobile Hope desires to be discerning
and diligent, and also nimble and
open and to listen to where God is
calling us to go. Thank you for your
continued support of the deepening of
relationships and the expansion into
more communities.

“Mobile Hope offers a win-win for everyone involved. It invests, encourages, and builds
potential in students and their families to set and achieve goals that will impact them for the

rest of their lives .”

~ Teacher at Rockford Schools
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