
The “Journey” into a new park 

Working with Middle School 
students has always been a 

passion for me.  They are in a stage 
of life where they can have a child-like 
way about them, but they are also 
asking some deeper questions about 
their world and who they want to 
become.   What an honor it is to be a 
part of this stage of their life.   

We created a program for our middle 
school students with Mobile Hope 
called “Journey.” We plan a once-a-
month fun activity and the other 3 
weeks we prepare relevant topics to 
discuss as a group.  Right now we are 
talking about resilience and how to 
gain confidence and manage stress.

I have had the honor to work with our 

Corcoran site, Maple Hill, 
for the past 25 years.  The 
students that have joined 
Journey at this location 
I have known since they 
were little.  This past year 
has been a transition for 
me as I have taken on more 
responsibilities at our Dayton site.   
We wanted to offer something for the 
Middle School students at Dayton so 
we made the decision to transport 
students from Dayton to our Corcoran 
Hope Center each week.

This may seem simple, but it wasn’t.   
Here I was, new to Dayton, trying to 
figure out who were the middle school 
students, what their names were, 
and where they lived.  Their parents 
needed to sign a permission slip for 
Jill (who?) to take their child where?   
You see the tension and reality.

Fast forward to spring 2021, eight 
months later.   I know their names, 
their address, and we have created 
some amazing memories.  I love our 
conversations in my van as we drive 
home.  They are sharing updates on 
their day or something that was said 
at Journey.   We have started to build  

 
trust, 
which comes out of relationships.  

My Honda Odyssey is now past 
capacity and our 15 passenger van 
is getting full as word is spreading 
and friends are being invited.   I am 
excited for the continued friendships 
that will be built.   Hopefully these 
students will reflect back on these 
years as years that they were loved 
and supported and they learned 
about a God that has created them 
for a purpose.   I am grateful for these 
students and the volunteer staff 
that continue to show up, invest and 
dream with me.

Mobile Hope, 7900 Maple Hill Road, 
Corcoran, MN 55340
www.MobileHopeMN.org
www.facebook.com/MobileHopeMN

Stories of
HOPE

“Sometimes, someone 
comes into your life, so 
unexpectedly, takes your 
heart by surprise, and 
changes your life forever.”  

April 2021 Newsletter

By Jill Dejewski, Director of Programs
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A van full of students



The POWER of Peer Support
We have a solid group of students that come weekly to check-in with their peers 
and our staff.  They come to process,  laugh, cry, and to relate to each other.  

Our students are learning key skills to identify their emotions and finding healthy 
ways to cope with the difficult situations life throws at them.   One day after 
a new student had shared, we encouraged that student and asked the other 
students if they felt that coming to TreeHouse made them feel supported.  
Everyone’s hands went up.  The new student then said, “This is my first time 
here and I already feel so supported.” 

We have been praying for our teens to go deeper and for the support group to 
really take root.  Over the past few months I have seen both of those prayers 
answered!  Our teens are utilizing support group to its fullest.  Teens have 
shared that they “ look forward to support group all week!” Teens help prep a 
meal we share together and then we have a short lesson on topics like; healthy 
coping mechanisms, how to deal with anxiety and depression, or emotional 
resilience.   

Teens today are hurting!  We hear them say that they are lonely, even though 
they are surrounded by constant virtual contact with their friends.  They are 
overwhelmed, stressed, depressed, even suicidal.  While we listen to the teens 
share, I can’t help but think about how much the Father loves them!  That He 
is always with them, that He has a future for 
them, and that He has created them with a 
purpose.  God can handle our emotions, these 
teens aren’t running away from their emotions, 
they are facing them, breaking free from the 
pain, and learning how to find new ones.  
These teens have HOPE.  At Mobile Hope’s 
TreeHouse we know we can’t take the pain 
of life away, but we CAN equip our teens 
to face problems head on... and to do so 
TOGETHER.  
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Volunteer Highlight                                        The Bottema Family
Mobile Hope was 
something that 
Angie Bottema 
was familiar with.   
Angie’s husband, 
Jon, served with 

our Executive Director on the Corcoran 
city council, the church they attend 
works in collaboration with Mobile 
Hope, and Angie had seen a story of 
Mobile Hope on Kare 11.   It seems 
seeds were being planted.

Angie has made volunteering a way 
of life.  When Covid hit, many of those 
volunteering opportunities ceased.  
She was furloughed from her job and 
some time was available.   Angie 
knew she wanted to do something, 
but what?   She remembered Mobile 
Hope and wondered if there were any 

opportunities.  

Mobile Hope was 
feeling the burden of 
Distance Learning.  
Students were 
struggling with 
understanding Google 
Meet, assignment 
instructions, and 
staying motivated.  We needed 
help!  When Angie reached out, we 
immediately put her to work one-on-
one with a student.

Angie said she had no idea what to 
expect when she walked into the 
Hope Center.  She is not a trained 
professional teacher, but she was 
surprised how much she enjoyed it.   
There were plenty of resources to help 

By Ashley Xitumul, Treehouse Program Director

Mentoring
Encounters

Attendees to  
Mobile Hope Events

Events Offered
For Residents

Completed  
Assignments

Hours Invested In
One-on-One Mentoring

1034

1284

7775

197

455.5

Students breaking plates of painful hurdles

Katie and her students

Over the Past Year...

Over the Past 6 Months...

Angie and Melany 



Prayer Needs
• We are thrilled to announce, in 

partnership with Eagle Brook 
church, that a weekly worship 
service will be held at the Hope 
Center on Sunday evenings.  
Prayer for the community to 
respond and that it will meet a 
need for residents.  

• More teens and young people 
are struggling with anxiety and 
depression than ever before.  
Prayers for staff and volunteers 
to offer hope and love.

• Relationships with teens and 
leaders would deepen at both 
of our locations  

Wish List
• Toxic trauma is extremely high 

in the communities we serve.  
Mobile Hope would like to 
send current staff to a valuable 
in-depth training on how to 
aid families and youth in this 
important area.  

• Individual staff are  still in need 
of monthly financial supporters.  
If you feel led, contact us to 
offer support for Mobile Hope 
staff.

• A full set of 12 gator brand 7” 
dodgeballs  with storage bag  
for games  

Donate
Financial Donations - You can give 
safely and securely through our 
website (www.mobilehopemn.org)
by credit card, or by mailing a check 
to 7900 Maple Hill Road, Corcoran, 
MN 55340.

Non-cash Assets - Would you 
prefer to support Mobile Hope 
through assets such as the sale 
of stock, business interests, real 
estate, charitable gift annuities, 
or by setting up a donor-advised 
fund? Mobile Hope works with our 
partner, The National Christian 
Foundation -Twin Cities, to provide 
these and other services you may 
find helpful. Contact us for more 
information.

teach the students and she 
loved the atmosphere.   The 
students were kind and they 
just accepted her.   Every 
time she volunteered she was 
excited to return.   

Katie Bottema came home 
from college over her 
Christmas break.  Angie 

shared her experience with Mobile 
Hope.  Katie knew she wanted to do 
something with her extended time 
home and she knew Mobile Hope was 
where she was going to plug in.  Katie 
came everyday over her break to help 
with distance learning, but the giving 
did not stop there.

Ryan Bottema is a Junior at Maple 
Grove High School.  After hearing from 
Angie and Katie, he wanted to serve 

with Mobile Hope 
too!  He is now 
a volunteer with 
Journey, working 
with 5-7th graders 
on Wednesday 
nights.   We are grateful for his energy 
as he runs with the students, sets a 
great example, and has a servant’s 
heart.   

The Bottema family desires to make a 
difference and they saw an opportunity 
right in in their own community where 
each of them found a place to belong.  
 
We are grateful they each clicked on 
“Get Involved” on the Mobile Hope 
website www.mobilehopemn.org 
and we hope you consider joining us 
as well.  

A Future Hope 

This past year I had the opportunity 
to meet Anna, who is a resident of 
Maple Hill Estates and an eleventh 
grader.  Because she is a junior in 
high school, college has become a 
very real and tangible next step, but it 
can also be extremely overwhelming 
to try to navigate all of the different 
challenges that come when trying 
to find a school, take the necessary 
tests, apply, find scholarships, and 
more.  
 
We started meeting regularly so I 
could stand by her as she explored 
her college options, what she wanted 
to pursue in her future, and how to 
make these aspirations reality.  I have 
also brought Anna on two campus 
visits: one at Bethel University 
and the other at the University of 
Northwestern Saint Paul.  We have 
spent time researching 
other programs that 
may be a great fit for 
her and what steps she 
needs to take to be a 
part of these.  She has 
expressed interest in 
nursing, and has had 
the chance to speak to 
guidance counselors 
who have helped her 

better understand the nursing field 
and its prerequisites.  We have spent 
time finding different scholarship 
opportunities and have put a lot of 
time into investigating the ACT 6 
scholarship.   
 
Experiencing Anna’s growing desire to 
engage in postsecondary education 
and seeing her excitement when she 
has been on our campus tours has 
been so amazing and impactful.  I am 
beyond thankful that Mobile Hope 
gave me the opportunity to meet Anna 
and get to know her; I am thrilled to 
continue to walk alongside Anna, 
and other students like her, in their 
pursuit of postsecondary education.  
We know that with education comes 
opportunity!

Volunteer Highlight                                        The Bottema Family

By Alexis Gerulis, Program Manager

Anna during a vision-trip to Bethel University
Students breaking plates of painful hurdles

Katie and her students

Alejandro and Ryan



Excellent Teacher Survey Feedback!
One priority for Mobile Hope is 
to regularly evaluate whether the 
programs and events we offer to 
residents is having the intended 
impact.  We do this through discussions 
with students and families that 
participate, through robust tracking 
of metrics such as attendance, 
completed assignments, events 
offered, volunteer hours, and more.  
A key piece to our impact evaluation 
is surveys given to students as 
well as teachers.  Last month, we 
sent a simple 10 question survey to 
teachers and staff from the different 
school districts that serve our 
communities.  We asked teachers 
questions like: 
• What ways Mobile Hope adds 

value to their school/class
• If our students were more likely 

to complete assignments
• If we help them to connect to 

families and student

“During the most challenging school year ever encountered, Mobile Hope has been an essential partnership for 

our school in supporting the growth and development of our students. I am forever grateful for the connection our 

school has made with Mobile Hope. I greatly look forward to furthering our collaboration with Mobile Hope.”  

Mobile Hope, 7900 Maple Hill Road, 
Corcoran, MN 55340
www.MobileHopeMN.org
www.facebook.com/MobileHopeMN

We surveyed 45 teachers, principals, and counselors and had over a 95% 
response rate.  
This is what we were told that Mobile Hope does for teachers and students:    

We are grateful to our partnering schools and teachers and are happy to provide a 
valuable addition to the students we serve!  

~  School Principal


